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American Me 
 
By David Michael Martinez 
 
When you greet me with a question of my pedigree,  
you’ll understand, brother—I, too, am an American man 
sparkling with German, Irish, and Mexican mystery.  
When you greet me with a question of my pedigree, 
step up and slice the skin of this proud anomaly.   
Slide my working-class history into the light, and then, 
when you greet me with a question of my pedigree,  
you’ll understand, brother—I, too, am an American man. 
 
                                                                      


