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In A Galaxy Not So Distant & Far: Labyrinths Borne as Graphic Medicine at its 
Latinxfuturist Best 
Rolando Rubalcava 

 
As someone who wrote their dissertation on the comics produced during 
the pre-vaccine period of COVID-19, I’m really interested in the insights 
and observations during times of pandemics and health crises. It’s a 
period where so much is unknown, time losing its structure, everyone 
feeling on the brink of environmental and societal collapse. The hardest 
part for people going through a pandemic is losing hope; there’s very 
little anyone can do, especially when you’re at the whims of world 
leaders and health experts we have no choice but to trust. When I read 
Labyrinths Borne, written by Frederick Luis Aldama and illustrated by 
Itzel Argil Aguilar, the echoes of COVID-19 were definitely present, but 
also accompanied by a vision for the future filled with hope, justice, and 
harmony.  
 

Labyrinths Borne is framed by epistolary exchanges between Luna 
and her father, switching between two timelines; the past Luna’s father 
hopes to see change, and the future Luna is cultivating through her 
education and experiences with her new community. Like the wide-
eyed brightness of Luna’s eyes, the book aims to depict what the future 
looks like when hope is lost while creating a future free from the abuse 
of the before-times: oppression, militarization, epidemics.  
 
As Labyrinths Borne unfolds, we learn from the father’s letters to 
Luna (they will never arrive for her to read) and Luna’s journal entries 
(they will never be read by the father) about the father’s diagnosis (an 

affliction that’s melting the 
bone marrow of the planet’s 
denizens aged 25 and older) 
and Luna’s activism; how 
she and other youth, living 
at the world’s edge, work 
together to synthesize from 
literature, philosophy, arts, 
sciences, and technologies to reboot a sustainable future 
planet. They create “a center of learning that includes 
the arts and humanities along with existing sciences and 
many new areas of inquiry that follow rigorous 
methodologies” (16). It is left to the reader’s 
imagination to connect and create the intimate feedback 
loop between the father and Luna, inviting us to root for 
Luna and her peers as well as to empathize with the 
father and those of his generation who care about the 
planet.  

https://www.adastramedia.org/labyrinthsborne
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When learning more about Luna’s father’s illness and how it shapes 
the trajectory of the narrative, Labyrinths Borne begins to adopt a 
storytelling style seen in a lot of graphic medicine works. It is not 
solely the illness that establishes such a connection, but how narratives 
become the bedrock for creating a new vision for the future. We 
experience deeply the father’s suffering.  

 
We also experience Luna’s joy as she 
makes her own and recreates with her 
peers a performance of Homer’s The 
Odyssey. Her future begins to resemble 
one that expands possibilities, 
informed by the lessons of her 
learning. The text is soon shaped by more sustainable visions of a 
future of humanity living in harmony with one another and the 
planet.  
 
It’s Solarpunk, with scenes of Luna working alongside the 
advancements in technology to create a more sustainable future. It’s 
Latinx Furturism, as Luna builds community informed by social 
justice yet holding on to the language and traditions her father keeps 
reminding her of. As readers get closer to the end of the narrative, 

with Luna’s father’s illness progressing (along with the rest of the older generations), the story 
cultivates an attitude towards the future that embraces a community approach to living, one where 
no one is in fear of mass deportations, or where hunger is a looming threat.  Labyrinths Borne 
opens readers to hope. This allows us, in the words of the father, “to transcend fear and to go 
beyond the present moment into the active pursuit of a better life, a better future” (14). 
 
Labyrinths Borne raises important questions about humanity in a world embedded in violence and 
disaster. Aided by the words of Homer, Spinoza, Henry David Thoreau, Pacheco, Husserl, and 
Giodarno Bruno, the exchanges between Luna and her father become an anchor for the book’s 
thesis: to read, to imagine, to invent. I feel grounded after reading a graphic novel like this, offering 
a sense of hope for someone residing on a planet at the precipice of environmental failure, knowing 
that the solutions are one collective effort away.   
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solarpunk
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