
Label Me Latina/o Spring 2024 Volume 14   1 
 

Empanadas: Sweet 

by Connie Ramirez 

 

Little pillows full of love,  

De fresa y de manzanas. 

Flaky, soft, & buttery, 

Some filled with calabaza. 

 

Flour, azúcar, cans of fruta, 

Cream cheese & mantequilla. 

Our Christmas aprons on,  

Mamá wraps our hair in bright mantillas. 

 

“Tuqui, Tuqui, Tuqui,” we sing,  

& to La Lupita— Las Mañanitas, 

And at the table, we work the masa, 

Papá leads us in song con su guitarra. 

 

Gray skies, & lake-effect flakes fall,  

Snow dances outside & winds blow, 

We work & laugh at the mesa, 

In our cozy casa, a brick bungalow. 

  

Lista la masa, and we begin, 

Shaping the dough into bolitas, 

Then we roll it out, 



Label Me Latina/o Spring 2024 Volume 14   2 
 
And cut the disks con copitas. 

 

Scoop in the sweet filling, 

Y con amor- las doblamos, 

Pinching the sides, filling the sheet, 

Y luego, las horneamos. 

 

Powdered sugar cae arriba,  

Cubriéndolas- al nevar, 

Hojarascas y empanadas, 

En las cajitas para regalar. 


